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Course Description

This course provides an examination of the realist paradigm of international relations. The first part is devoted to an analysis of different variants of realism with an emphasis on identifying and criticizing their central assumptions and causal logics. The second part focuses on a number of critiques of realism and realist counterarguments to them. The final part applies the insights of realism and its critics to contemporary international politics.

Course Requirements

Students are required to attend all classes, complete all the assigned readings before coming to class, and participate actively in discussion. They must also write three 5-page response papers on an assigned question. These are due at the beginning of class on September 30, November 4, and December 4.

A. Required Books

The following required books are available for purchase at the Hammes Bookstore, though you may want to purchase them online:

John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics, updated ed. (New York: W.W. Norton, 2014).

Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics (Long Grove, IL: Waveland, 2010).

B. Grading

Grades are based on class participation (30%), three 5-page response papers (20% each), and a class simulation (10%). Please abide by the Notre Dame Academic Code of Honor (http://www.nd.edu/~hnrcode/).

	Course Calendar

	
	
	

	September 2 (M)
	Class 1
	Introduction

	September 4 (W)
	Class 2
	IR Theory

	
	
	

	Part I: Realism

	September 9 (M)
	Class 3
	Defensive I

	September 11 (W)
	Class 4
	Defensive II

	September 16 (M)
	Class 5
	Defensive III

	September 18 (W)
	Class 6
	Offensive I

	September 23 (M)
	Class 7
	Offensive II

	September 25 (W)
	Class 8
	Offensive III

	
	
	

	Part II: Critics
	
	

	September 30 (M)
	Class 9
	Anarchy I

	October 2 (W)
	Class 10
	Anarchy II

	October 7 (M)
	Class 11
	Survival I

	October 9 (W)
	Class 12
	Survival II

	October 14 (M)
	Class 13
	Intentions I

	October 16 (W)
	Class 14
	Intentions II

	October 21 (M)
	No class
	Mid-semester break

	October 23 (W)
	No class
	Mid-semester break

	October 28 (M)
	Class 15
	Capability I

	October 30 (W)
	Class 16
	Capability II

	November 4 (M)
	Class 17
	Rationality I

	November 6 (W)
	Class 18
	Rationality II

	
	
	

	Part III: The Real World
	

	November 11 (M)
	Class 19
	Unipolar Strategy

	November 13 (W)
	Class 20
	Unipolar Politics

	November 18 (M)
	Class 21
	Unipolar Moment

	November 20 (W)
	Class 22
	Asia I

	November 25 (M)
	Class 23
	Asia II

	November 27 (W)
	No class
	Thanksgiving break

	December 2 (M)
	Class 24
	Asia III

	December 4 (W)
	Class 25
	Simulation

	December 9 (M)
	Class 26
	Simulation

	December 11 (W)
	Class 27
	Realism and Its Critics


Course Readings

September 4 (W) Class 2: IR Theory

· Stephen M. Walt, “International Relations: One World, Many Theories,” Foreign Policy no. 110 (1998): 29-46.

September 9 (M) Class 3: Defensive I
· Waltz, Theory of International Politics, chapters 1,4.

September 11 (W) Class 4: Defensive II
· Waltz, Theory of International Politics, chapters 5-6.

September 16 (M) Class 5: Defensive III
· Waltz, Theory of International Politics, chapters 7-8.

September 18 (W) Class 6: Offensive I
· Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, chapters 1-2.

September 23 (M) Class 7: Offensive II
· Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, chapters 5-7.

September 25 (W) Class 8: Offensive III
· Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, chapters 8-9.
September 30 (M) Class 9: Anarchy I

· Alexander Wendt, “Anarchy Is What States Make of It,” International Organization 46, no. 2 (1992): 391-425.

October 2 (W) Class 10: Anarchy II
· John J. Mearsheimer, “The False Promise of International Institutions,” International Security 19, no. 3 (1994/95): 5-49.
October 7 (M) Class 11: Survival I
· Burak Kadercan, “Making Sense of Survival: Refining the Treatment of State Preferences in Neorealist Theory,” Review of International Studies 39, no. 4 (2013): 1013-1037.
October 9 (W) Class 12: Survival II
· Norman Angell, The Great Illusion, 2nd. ed. (New York: Putnam’s Sons, 1933), pp. 46, 59-60, 87-89, 103-105.

· Richard Rosecrance, The Rise of the Trading State (New York: Basic, 1986), pp. 13-14, 24-26.

· Thomas Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding Globalization (New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 1999), chapter 10.
October 14 (M) Class 13: Intentions I
· Sebastian Rosato, “The Flawed Logic of Democratic Peace Theory,” American Political Science Review 97, no. 4 (2003): 585-602.

October 16 (W) Class 14: Intentions II
· Sebastian Rosato, “The Inscrutable Intentions of Great Powers,” International Security 39, no. 3 (2014/15): 48-88.

October 28 (M) Class 15: Capability I
· Charles L. Glaser, Rational Theory of International Politics (Princeton: NJ: Princeton University Press, 2010), chapter 3.
October 30 (W) Class 16: Capability II

· Stephen Van Evera, “Offense, Defense, and the Causes of War,” International Security 22, no. 4 (1998): 5-43.
November 4 (M) Class 17: Rationality I
· Jonathan Kirshner, “The Economic Sins of Modern IR Theory and the Classical Realist Alternative,” World Politics 67, no. 1 (2015): 155-183.
November 6 (W) Class 18: Rationality II

· Moritz S. Graefrath, “How Rare Are Rational Thinkers in International Politics? Revisiting the ‘Guilty Men’ of Interwar Britain,” unpublished manuscript, Notre Dame, IN, April 2019.
November 11 (M) Class 19: Unipolar Strategy

· Barry R. Posen, “Pull Back: The Case for a Less Activist Foreign Policy,” Foreign Affairs 92, no. 1 (2013): 116-128.

· Stephen G. Brooks, G. John Ikenberry, and William C. Wohlforth, “Lean Forward: In Defense of American Engagement,” Foreign Affairs 92, no. 1 (2013): 130-142.

November 13 (W) Class 20: Unipolar Politics

· Nuno Monteiro, “Unrest Assured: Why Unipolarity Is Not Peaceful,” International Security 36, no. 3 (2011/12): 9-40.

November 18 (M) Class 21: Unipolar Moment

· Christopher Layne, “The Unipolar Illusion Revisited: The Coming End of the United States’ Unipolar Moment,” International Security 31, no. 2 (2006): 7-41.
November 20 (W) Class 22: Asia I

· Thomas J. Christensen, “The Advantages of an Assertive China,” Foreign Affairs 90, no. 2 (2011): 54-67.

· Charles L. Glaser, “Will China’s Rise Lead to War?” Foreign Affairs 90, no. 2 (2011): 80-91.

November 25 (M) Class 23: Asia II
· Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, chapter 10.

December 2 (M) Class 24: Asia III

· Graham Allison, “The Thucydides Trap: Are the U.S. and China Headed for War?” The Atlantic, September 24, 2015, http://www.theatlantic.com/.
· “Thucydides Trap Case File,” September 23, 2015, http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/.

December 4 (W) Class 25: Simulation

December 9 (M) Class 26: Simulation

December 11 (W) Class 27: Realism and Its Critics
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