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Course Information
Classes: MW 2:20-3:35
DeBartolo 216
Contact Information
Email: srosato@nd.edu
Office Hours: Zoom; by appointment
Course Description

This course is about developing and evaluating explanations for political phenomena.
Course Requirements

Students are required to attend all classes, complete the assigned readings before class, and participate actively in discussion. They must also complete five homework assignments.

A. Readings
All the readings are available on Sakai or the Hesburgh Library website.

B. Grading
Grades are based on class participation (50%) and five homework assignments (10% each). Please abide by the Academic Code of Honor (honorcode.nd.edu).
C. Covid-19

Health and Safety Protocols

In this class, as elsewhere on campus, students must comply with all University health and safety protocols, including:
· Face masks that completely cover the nose and mouth will be worn by all students and instructors;
· Physical distancing will be maintained in all instructional spaces;
· Students will sit in assigned seats throughout the semester, which will be documented by faculty for purposes of any needed contact tracing; and
· Protocols for staged entry to and exit from classrooms and instructional spaces will be followed.

We are part of a community of learning in which compassionate care for one another is part of our spiritual and social charter. Consequently, compliance with these protocols is an expectation for everyone enrolled in this course. If a student refuses to comply with the University’s health and safety protocols, the student must leave the classroom and will earn an unexcused absence for the class period and any associated assignments/assessments for the day. Persistent deviation from expected health and safety guidelines may be considered a violation of the University’s “Standards of Conduct,” as articulated in du Lac: A Guide for Student Life, and will be referred accordingly.
Health Checks and Attendance

Every morning, members of the Notre Dame Community will be asked to complete a daily health check and submit their information via the Return to Campus Advisor application. The health check application will indicate one of the following:
a. Student is cleared for class and should attend class in person; or
b. Student is advised to stay home to monitor symptoms and should participate in class virtually and complete all assignments and assessments; or
c. Student must consult a healthcare provider and should contact University Health Services (UHS) for an assessment. In the meantime, the student should participate in class virtually and complete all assignments and assessments. Depending on the medical assessment, UHS will follow the University’s standard protocol for obtaining an excused absence for medical reasons.
	Course Calendar

	
	
	

	February 3 (W)
	Class 1
	Introduction

	February 8 (M)
	Class 2
	Motivation

	
	
	

	Part I: Science
	
	

	February 10 (W)
	Class 3
	Facts and Observation

	February 15 (M)
	Class 4
	Induction and Falsification

	February 17 (W)
	Class 5
	Frameworks, Paradigms, Programs

	February 22 (M)
	Class 6
	Assignment #1

	
	
	

	Part II: Theory
	
	

	February 24 (W)
	Class 7
	Basics

	March 1 (M)
	Class 8
	Epistemology

	March 3 (W)
	Class 9
	Discovery

	March 8 (M)
	Class 10
	Creation

	March 10 (W)
	Class 11
	Concepts

	March 15 (M)
	Class 12
	Mechanisms

	March 17 (W)
	Class 13
	Assignment #2

	
	
	

	Part III: Cases
	
	

	March 22 (M)
	Class 14
	Basics

	March 24 (W)
	Class 15
	Causation

	March 29 (M)
	Class 16
	Selection

	March 31 (W)
	Class 17
	Inferences

	April 5 (M)
	Class 18
	Assignment #3

	April 7 (W)
	Class 19
	Comparative

	April 12 (M)
	Class 20
	Congruence

	April 14 (W)
	Class 21
	Process Tracing

	April 19 (M)
	Class 22
	Assignment #4

	April 21 (W)
	No Class
	University-wide mini-break

	April 26 (M)
	Class 23
	Generalization

	
	
	

	Part IV: Evidence
	
	

	April 28 (W)
	Class 24
	Secondary Sources

	May 3 (M)
	Class 25
	Primary Sources

	May 5 (W)
	Class 26
	Assignment #5

	May 10 (M)
	Class 27
	Conclusion


Course Readings

Class 1: No reading.

Class 2: Richard J. Evans, Lying about Hitler: History, Holocaust, and the David Irving Trial (New York: Basic, 2001), chapters 1, 6.
Class 3: Alan F. Chalmers, What Is This Thing Called Science? 4th ed. (Indianapolis: Hackett, 2013), chapters 1-3.
Class 4: Chalmers, What Is This Thing Called Science? chapters 4-6.
Class 5: Chalmers, What Is This Thing Called Science? chapters 7-9.
Class 6: Assignment #1.

Class 7: Stephen Van Evera, Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1997), chapter 1.
Class 8: Paul K. MacDonald, “The Competing Epistemological Foundations of Rational Choice Theory,” American Political Science Review, Vol. 97, No. 4 (2003), pp. 551-565.
Class 9: Stephen J. Gould, “Why Darwin?” New York Review of Books, Vol. 43, No. 6 (1996), pp. 10-14; Richard Swedberg, The Art of Social Theory (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2014), Introduction.
Class 10: Richard Swedberg, “Theorizing in Sociology and Social Science: Turning to the Context of Discovery,” Theory and Society, Vol. 41, No. 1 (2012), pp. 1-40.
Class 11: Gary Goertz, Social Science Concepts and Measurement, rev. ed. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2020), chapter 2.
Class 12: Gary Goertz, Multimethod Research, Causal Mechanisms, and Case Studies: An Integrated Approach (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2017), chapter 2; Peter Hedström and Petri Ylikoski, “Causal Mechanisms in the Social Sciences,” Annual Review of Sociology, Vol. 36 (2010), pp. 49-67.
Class 13: Assignment #2.
Class 14: Van Evera, Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science, chapter 2.
Class 15: Derek Beach and Rasmus Brun Pedersen, Causal Case Study Methods: Foundations and Guidelines for Comparing, Matching, and Tracing (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2016), chapter 3.
Class 16: Goertz, Multimethod Research, Causal Mechanisms, and Case Studies, chapter 3.
Class 17: Beach and Pedersen, Causal Case Study Methods, chapter 6.
Class 18: Assignment #3.
Class 19: Beach and Pedersen, Causal Case Study Methods, chapter 7.
Class 20: Beach and Pedersen, Causal Case Study Methods, chapter 8.
Class 21: Beach and Pedersen, Causal Case Study Methods, chapter 9.
Class 22: Assignment #4.
Class 23: Goertz, Multimethod Research, Causal Mechanisms, and Case Studies, chapters 7-8.
Class 24: Marc Trachtenberg, The Craft of International History: A Guide to Method (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2006), chapters 2-3.
Class 25: Trachtenberg, The Craft of International History, chapter 5.
Class 26: Assignment #5.
Class 27: No reading.
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