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Course Description

This course provides an overview of some of the major theories of international politics, with a particular emphasis on identifying and criticizing their claims, assumptions, and causal logics.

Course Requirements

Students are expected to attend all the seminars, do all the readings before coming to class, and participate actively in discussion. They are also expected to write two book reviews, answer two comprehensive examination questions, and produce an IR theory examination study list.

A. Required Reading

The following required books are available for purchase online. They can also be obtained from Hesburgh Library.

David Campbell, Writing Security: United States Foreign Policy and the Politics of Identity, rev. ed. (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1998).

Dale C. Copeland, Economic Interdependence and War (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2015).

Martha Finnemore, National Interests and International Society (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1996).

Robert Gilpin, War and Change in World Politics (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1981).

Charles L. Glaser, Rational Theory of International Politics: The Logic of Competition and Cooperation (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010).

Robert O. Keohane, After Hegemony: Cooperation and Discord in the World Political Economy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984).

John J. Mearsheimer, The Great Delusion: Liberal Dreams and International Realities (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2018).

John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics rev. ed. (New York: W.W. Norton, 2014).

Sebastian Rosato, Intentions in Great Power Politics (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2021).
Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics (Long Grove: Waveland, 2010).

Alexander Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999).

You will also be required to read a number of articles and book chapters. These are available through the Hesburgh Library website.
B. Grading

Grades are based on classroom participation (50%), the two book reviews (10% each), the two comprehensive examination questions (10% each), and the IR theory study list (10%).
	C. Covid-19

Health and Safety Protocols

In this class, as elsewhere on campus, students must comply with all University health and safety protocols, including:

· Face masks that completely cover the nose and mouth will be worn by all students and instructors;

· Physical distancing will be maintained in all instructional spaces;

· Students will sit in assigned seats throughout the semester, which will be documented by faculty for purposes of any needed contact tracing; and

· Protocols for staged entry to and exit from classrooms and instructional spaces will be followed.

We are part of a community of learning in which compassionate care for one another is part of our spiritual and social charter. Consequently, compliance with these protocols is an expectation for everyone enrolled in this course. If a student refuses to comply with the University’s health and safety protocols, the student must leave the classroom and will earn an unexcused absence for the class period and any associated assignments/assessments for the day. Persistent deviation from expected health and safety guidelines may be considered a violation of the University’s “Standards of Conduct,” as articulated in du Lac: A Guide for Student Life, and will be referred accordingly.

Health Checks and Attendance

Every morning, members of the Notre Dame Community will be asked to complete a daily health check and submit their information via the Return to Campus Advisor application. The health check application will indicate one of the following:

a. Student is cleared for class and should attend class in person; or

b. Student is advised to stay home to monitor symptoms and should participate in class virtually and complete all assignments and assessments; or

Student must consult a healthcare provider and should contact University Health Services (UHS) for an assessment. In the meantime, the student should participate in class virtually and complete all assignments and assessments. Depending on the medical assessment, UHS will follow the University’s standard protocol for obtaining an excused absence for medical reasons.
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Course Schedule

February 10—Class 2: Structural Realism

· Waltz, Theory of International Politics, chapters 1-7.

· Joseph M. Parent and Sebastian Rosato, “Balancing in Neorealism,” International Security, Vol. 40, No. 2 (2015), pp. 51-86.

· Stephen M. Walt, “Alliance Formation and the Balance of World Power,” International Security, Vol. 9, No. 4 (1985), pp. 3-43.

· Kenneth N. Waltz, “The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History, Vol. 18, No. 4 (1988), pp. 615-628.

February 17—Class 3: Defensive Realism
· Glaser, Rational Theory of International Politics, entire book.

· Robert Jervis, “Cooperation under the Security Dilemma,” World Politics, Vol. 30, No. 2 (1978), pp. 167-214.
· Jack Snyder, Myths of Empire: Domestic Politics and International Ambition (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1991), chapters 1, 2.

· Stephen Van Evera, “Offense, Defense, and the Causes of War,” International Security, Vol. 22, No. 4 (1998), pp. 5-43.

February 24—Class 4: Offensive Realism
· Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, entire book.
· John H. Herz, Political Realism and Political Idealism (New York: University of Chicago Press, 1951), pp. 1-16.
· Keir A. Lieber, “The New History of World War I and What It Means for International Relations Theory,” International Security, Vol. 32, No. 2 (2007), pp. 155-191.

March 3—Class 5: Hegemonic Realism
· Gilpin, War and Change in World Politics, entire book.
· Nuno Monteiro, “Unrest Assured: Why Unipolarity Is Not Peaceful,” International Security, Vol. 36, No. 3 (2011/12), pp. 9-40.

March 10—Class 6: Liberal Institutionalism
· Keohane, After Hegemony, entire book.
· Andrew Moravcsik, “Taking Preferences Seriously,” International Organization, Vol. 51, No. 4 (1997), pp. 513-553.
March 17—Class 7: Democratic Peace Theory
· Bruce Bueno de Mesquita et al., “An Institutional Explanation of the Democratic Peace,” American Political Science Review, Vol. 93, No. 4 (1999), pp. 791-812.

· Michael W. Doyle, “Kant, Liberal Legacies, and Foreign Affairs,” Philosophy and Public Affairs, Vol. 12, No. 3 (1983), pp. 205-235.

· Jack S. Levy, “Domestic Politics and War,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History, Vol. 18, No. 4 (1988), pp. 653-673.
· Charles Lipson, Reliable Partners: How Democracies Have Made a Separate Peace (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2003), chapter 1.

· John M. Owen, IV, “How Liberalism Produces Democratic Peace,” International Security, Vol. 19, No. 2 (1994), pp. 87-125.

· Bruce Russett, Grasping the Democratic Peace: Principles for a Post-Cold War World (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993), chapter 2.

March 24—Class 8: Economic Interdependence Theory
· Copeland, Economic Interdependence and War, entire book.

· Susan M. McMillan, “Interdependence and Conflict,” Mershon International Studies Review, Vol. 41, No. 1 (1997), pp. 33-58.

March 31—Class 9: Realism, Liberalism, Nationalism
· Mearsheimer, The Great Delusion, entire book.

· John J. Mearsheimer, “The False Promise of International Institutions” International Security, Vol. 19, No. 3 (1994), pp. 5-37.

April 7—Class 10: Intentions

· Rosato, Intentions in Great Power Politics, entire book.

· Sebastian Rosato, “The Flawed Logic of Democratic Peace Theory,” American Political Science Review, Vol. 97, No. 4 (2003), pp. 585-602.

April 14—Class 11: Ideas, Norms
· Finnemore, National Interests and International Society, entire book.
· Judith Goldstein and Robert O. Keohane, eds., Ideas and Foreign Policy: Beliefs, Institutions, and Political Change (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1993), chapter 1.

· Nina Tannenwald, “The Nuclear Taboo: The United States and the Normative Basis of Nuclear Non-Use,” International Organization, Vol. 53, No. 3 (1999), pp. 433-468.
April 28—Class 12: Identities
· Wendt, Social Theory of International Politics, entire book.
May 5—Class 13: Critical Theory
· Campbell, Writing Security, entire book.
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