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Course Description

This course is about great power politics. The first part examines the realist argument that great powers are destined to compete for security and may even go to war. The second part examines a series of optimistic counterarguments. The third part employs theories of great power politics to understand the real world.
Course Requirements

Students are required to attend all classes, complete the assigned readings before class, and participate actively in discussion. They must also write four 3-page response papers on an assigned question. These are due before midnight on September 4; September 27, October 18; and November 15. Finally, they must participate in an in-class simulation on November 4.
A. Readings
The following required book is available for purchase at the Hammes Bookstore, though you may want to purchase it online:

John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics, updated ed. (New York: W.W. Norton, 2014).

All other readings are available on Sakai.

B. Grading
Grades are based on class participation (35%), four 3-page response papers (15% each), and an in-class simulation (5%). Please abide by the University of Notre Dame Academic Code of Honor (http://www.nd.edu/~hnrcode/).

C. Covid-19

Health and Safety Protocols

In this class, as elsewhere on campus, students must comply with all University health and safety protocols, including:

· Face masks that completely cover the nose and mouth will be worn by all students and instructors;

· Physical distancing will be maintained in all instructional spaces;

· Students will sit in assigned seats throughout the semester, which will be documented by faculty for purposes of any needed contact tracing; and

· Protocols for staged entry to and exit from classrooms and instructional spaces will be followed.

We are part of a community of learning in which compassionate care for one another is part of our spiritual and social charter. Consequently, compliance with these protocols is an expectation for everyone enrolled in this course. If a student refuses to comply with the University’s health and safety protocols, the student must leave the classroom and will earn an unexcused absence for the class period and any associated assignments/assessments for the day. Persistent deviation from expected health and safety guidelines may be considered a violation of the University’s “Standards of Conduct,” as articulated in du Lac: A Guide for Student Life, and will be referred accordingly.

Health Checks and Attendance

Every morning, members of the Notre Dame Community will be asked to complete a daily health check and submit their information via the Return to Campus Advisor application. The health check application will indicate one of the following:

a. Student is cleared for class and should attend class in person; or

b. Student is advised to stay home to monitor symptoms and should participate in class virtually and complete all assignments and assessments; or

c. Student must consult a healthcare provider and should contact University Health Services (UHS) for an assessment. In the meantime, the student should participate in class virtually and complete all assignments and assessments. Depending on the medical assessment, UHS will follow the University’s standard protocol for obtaining an excused absence for medical reasons.
	Course Calendar

	
	
	

	August 10 (M)
	Class 1
	Introduction

	August 12 (W)
	Class 2
	Politics, Power, and Great Powers

	
	
	

	Part I: Realism
	
	

	August 17 (M)
	Class 3
	Structural I

	August 19 (W)
	Class 4
	Structural II

	August 24 (M)
	Class 5
	Offensive I

	August 26 (W)
	Class 6
	Offensive II

	August 31 (M)
	Class 7
	Paper Discussion #1

	
	
	

	Part II: Optimism
	
	

	September 2 (W)
	Class 8
	Optimism

	September 7 (M)
	Class 9
	Anarchy—Identity

	September 9 (W)
	Class 10
	Anarchy—Institutions

	September 14 (M)
	Class 11
	Survival—Interdependence

	September 16 (W)
	Class 12
	Survival—Capabilities I

	September 21 (M)
	Class 13
	Survival—Capabilities II

	September 23 (W)
	Class 14
	Paper Discussion #2

	September 28 (M)
	Class 15
	Intentions—Communication

	September 30 (W)
	Class 16
	Intentions—Democracy

	October 5 (M)
	Class 17
	Intentions—Ideology

	October 7 (W)
	Class 18
	Intentions—Institutions

	October 12 (M)
	Class 19
	Intentions—Multiple

	October 14 (W)
	Class 20
	Paper Discussion #3

	
	
	

	III. Practice
	
	

	October 19 (M)
	Class 21
	Iran

	October 21 (W)
	Class 22
	Russia I

	October 26 (M)
	Class 23
	Russia II

	October 28 (W)
	Class 24
	China I

	November 2 (M)
	Class 25
	China II

	November 4 (W)
	Class 26
	Simulation

	November 9 (M)
	Class 27
	Paper Discussion #4

	
	
	

	November 11 (W)
	Class 28
	Conclusion


Course Readings

Class 1: No reading.

Class 2: Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, chapters 1, 3, 4.
Class 3: Kenneth N. Waltz, Theory of International Politics (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1979), chapter 6.
Class 4: Kenneth N. Waltz, “The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History 18, no. 4 (1988): 615-628.
Class 5: Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, chapter 2.
Class 6: Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, chapter 9.
Class 7: No reading.
Class 8: Michael W. Doyle, “Kant, Liberal Legacies, and Foreign Affairs,” Philosophy and Public Affairs 12, no. 3 (1983): 205-235.
Class 9: Alexander Wendt, “Anarchy Is What States Make of It,” International Organization 46, no. 2 (1992): 391-425.
Class 10: John J. Mearsheimer, “The False Promise of International Institutions,” International Security 19, no. 3 (1994/95): 5-49.
Class 11: Thomas Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding Globalization (New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 1999), chapter 10.
Class 12: Charles L. Glaser, Rational Theory of International Politics (Princeton: NJ: Princeton University Press, 2010), chapter 3.
Class 13: Stephen Van Evera, “Offense, Defense, and the Causes of War,” International Security 22, no. 4 (1998): 5-43.
Class 14: No reading.

Class 15: James D. Fearon, “Domestic Political Audiences and the Escalation of International Disputes,” American Political Science Review 88, no. 3 (1994): 577-592.
Class 16: Sebastian Rosato, “The Flawed Logic of Democratic Peace Theory,” American Political Science Review 97, no. 4 (2003): 585-602.
Class 17: Mark L. Haas, The Ideological Origins of Great Power Politics, 1789-1989 (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2005), chapter 1.
Class 18: Seth Weinberger, “Institutional Signaling and the Origins of the Cold War,” Security Studies 12, no. 4 (2003): 80-115.
Class 19: Andrew H. Kydd, “Sheep in Sheep’s Clothing: Why Security Seekers Do Not Fight Each Other,” Security Studies 7, no. 1 (1997): 114-155.
Class 20: No reading.
Class 21: Kenneth N. Waltz, “Why Iran Should Get the Bomb,” Foreign Affairs 91, no. 4 (2012): 2-5; Colin H. Kahl and Kenneth N. Waltz, “Iran and the Bomb: Would a Nuclear Iran Make the Middle East More Secure?” Foreign Affairs 91, no. 5 (2012): 157-162; Scott D. Sagan, “How to Keep the Bomb from Iran,” Foreign Affairs 85, no. 5 (2006): 45-59; Scott D. Sagan, Kenneth N. Waltz and Richard K. Betts, “A Nuclear Iran: Promoting Stability or Courting Disaster?” Journal of International Affairs 60, no. 2 (2007): 135-150.

Class 22: Jeffrey Mankoff, “Russia’s Latest Land Grab: How Putin Won Crimea and Lost Ukraine,” Foreign Affairs 93, no. 3 (2014): 60-68; Thomas Graham, “Let Russia Be Russia: The Case for a More Pragmatic Approach to Moscow,” Foreign Affairs 98, no. 6 (2019): 134-146.
Class 23: John J. Mearsheimer, “Why the Ukraine Crisis Is the West’s Fault: The Liberal Delusions That Provoked Putin,” Foreign Affairs 93, no. 5 (2014): 77-89; Various, “Faulty Powers: Who Started the Ukraine Crisis?” Foreign Affairs 93, no. 6 (2014): 167-178.

Class 24: David C. Kang, “Getting Asia Wrong: The Need for New Analytical Frameworks,” International Security 27, no. 4 (2003): 57-85; Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, 360-394.
Class 25: Charles L. Glaser, “Will China’s Rise Lead to War?” Foreign Affairs 90, no. 2 (2011): 80-91; Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, 394-411.
Class 26: No reading.
Class 27: No reading.
Class 28: No reading.
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