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Course Description

This interdisciplinary course—taught by a historian and a political scientist—offers an analytical overview of European domestic and international history between 1900 and 1945. Topics include the onset, causes and conduct of World War I, interwar politics and economics, the crises of the 1920s and 1930s, and the causes, conduct and consequences of World War II.

Course Requirements

Students are required to attend all lectures and sections—attendance is mandatory—complete all the assigned readings before class, and take three examinations (two mid-terms and a final).
A. Required Reading

The following required books are available for purchase at the bookstore, though you may want to purchase them online:
Conan Fischer, Europe between Democracy and Dictatorship, 1900-1945 (Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell, 2011).
Michael Howard, The First World War: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007).

R. A. C. Parker, The Second World War: A Short History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989).
All other readings are available through Sakai.
B. Grading

Grades are based on: two mid-terms (25% each); a final (40%); section participation (10%).  The examinations will evaluate students’ knowledge and understanding of the lectures and readings.  

C. Instructions for First-year Students
Please read and abide by the Academic Code of Honor (http://www.nd.edu/~hnrcode/).

The Learning Resource Center provides help and advice in areas such as time management, useful and successful studying, and English as a second language (http://fys.nd.edu/fys-resources/the-learning-resource-center/)
D. Accommodations for Special Needs

If you believe you may need individual accommodations in order to meet the requirements of this course because of a documented disability, get in touch with the Coordinator of Disability Services (http://disabilityservices.nd.edu/).  There are special procedures that we must follow.
	Course Calendar

	
	
	

	August 27 (W)
	Class 1
	Course Introduction

	August 29 (F)
	No discussion section
	

	

	Part I: Disciplines

	
	
	

	September 1 (M)
	Class 2
	What is Political Science?

	September 3 (W)
	Class 3
	What is History?

	September 5 (F)
	Discussion section
	

	
	
	

	Part II: World War I

	
	
	

	September 8 (M)
	Class 4
	Causes

	September 10 (W)
	Class 5
	Causes

	September 12 (F)
	Discussion section
	

	September 15 (M)
	Class 6
	1914

	September 17 (W)
	Class 7
	Stalemate

	September 19 (F)
	Discussion section
	

	September 22 (M)
	Class 8
	Winning and Losing

	September 24 (W)
	Class 9
	Homefront

	September 26 (F)
	Discussion section
	

	September 29 (M)
	Class 10
	Global

	October 1 (W)
	Class 11
	1918

	October 3 (F)
	Discussion section
	

	October 6 (M)
	Class 12
	TA Review Session

	October 8 (W)
	Class 13
	First Mid-Term Examination

	October 10 (F)
	No discussion section
	

	
	
	

	Part III: The Interwar Period

	
	
	

	October 13 (M)
	Class 14
	1919

	October 15 (W)
	Class 15
	Security Institutions

	October 17 (F)
	Discussion section
	

	October 20 (M)
	No class
	Mid-semester break

	October 22 (W)
	No class
	Mid-semester break

	October 24 (F)
	No discussion section
	Mid-semester break

	October 27 (M)
	Class 16
	1920s

	October 29 (W)
	Class 17
	1930s: Domestic Crisis

	October 31 (F)
	Discussion section
	

	November 3 (M)
	Class 18
	1930s: International Crisis

	November 5 (W)
	Class 19
	Second Mid-Term Examination

	November 7 (F)
	No discussion section
	

	
	
	

	Part IV: World War II

	
	
	

	November 10 (M)
	Class 20
	Conduct, 1939-1941

	November 12 (W)
	Class 21
	Conduct, 1941-1943

	November 14 (F)
	Discussion section
	

	November 17 (M)
	Class 22
	Conduct, 1943-1945

	November 19 (W)
	Class 23
	Nazi Extermination

	November 21 (F)
	Discussion section
	

	November 24 (M)
	Class 24
	Bombing

	November 26 (W)
	No class
	Thanksgiving

	November 28 (F)
	No discussion section
	Thanksgiving

	December 1 (M)
	Class 25
	Bombing

	December 3 (W)
	Class 26
	Aftermath

	December 5 (F)
	Discussion section
	

	December 8 (M) 
	Class 27
	Aftermath

	
	
	

	Part II: Conclusion
	
	

	
	
	

	December 10 (W)
	Class 28
	Europe at War

	
	
	

	December 16 (T)
	8:00-10:00 AM
	Final Examination


Course Schedule

August 27 (W) Class 1: Course Introduction

August 29 (F) No discussion section
September 1 (M) Class 2: What is Political Science?

· Kenneth N. Waltz, Man, the State and War: A Theoretical Analysis (New York: Columbia University Press, 1959), 1-15.
September 3 (W) Class 3: What is History?
· E.H. Carr, What is History? (New York: Vintage, 1961), 3-35.
September 5 (F) Discussion section

· Fischer, 1-6.

· Howard, 1-14.
September 8 (M) Class 4: Causes

· Kenneth N. Waltz, “The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History 18, no. 4 (1988): 615-628.
September 10 (W) Class 5: Causes
· John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: Norton, 2001), 334-347.
· Jack Snyder, Myths of Empire: Domestic Politics and International Ambition (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1991), 31-58.
· L.C.F. Turner, Origins of the First World War (New York: Norton, 1970), 112-115.
September 12 (F) Discussion section

September 15 (M) Class 6: 1914

· Fischer, 7-39.

· Howard, 15-26.

September 17 (W) Class 7: Stalemate

· Fischer, 40-59.

· Howard, 27-55, 62-67.

September 19 (F) Discussion section

September 22 (M) Class 8: Winning and Losing

· Fischer, 59-68.

· Howard, 68-112.

September 24 (W) Class 9: Homefront
· Fischer, 69-75.
· Howard, 56-62.

September 26 (F) Discussion section

September 29 (M) Class 10: Global
· Hew Strachan, “The First World War as a Global War,” First World War Studies 1, no. 1 
(2010): 3-14.
· Lawrence Sondhaus, World War I: The Global Revolution (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011), chapter 12.

October 1 (W) Class 11: 1918

· Fischer, 75-100.

October 3 (F) Discussion section

October 6 (M) Class 12: TA Review Session

October 8 (W) Class 13: First Mid-Term Examination
October 10 (F) No discussion section
October 13 (M) Class 14: 1919

· Fischer, 100-142.

· The Treaty of Versailles, articles 27-30, 100-108, 119-127, 159-163.

· John Maynard Keynes, The Economic Consequences of the Peace, in University of Chicago Readings in Western Civilization, ed. John W. Boyer and Jan E. Goldstein, Vol. 9 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1986), 175-190.
October 15 (W) Class 15: Security Institutions

· John J. Mearsheimer, “The False Promise of International Institutions,” International Security 19, no. 3 (1994): 5-37, 47-49.
October 17 (F) Discussion section
October 20 (M) No class
October 22 (W) No class
October 24 (F) No discussion section
October 27 (M) Class 16: 1920s
· Fischer, 143-198.

October 29 (W) Class 17: 1930s Domestic Crisis
· Fischer, 199-270.

October 31 (F) Discussion section

November 3 (M) Class 18: 1930s International Crisis

· Fischer, 271-286.

November 5 (W) Class 19: Second Mid-Term Examination
November 7 (F) No discussion section
November 10 (M) Class 20: Conduct, 1939-1941

· Parker, 1-59.

November 12 (W) Class 21: Conduct, 1941-1943

· Parker, 60-114.

November 14 (F) Discussion section

November 17 (M) Class 22: Conduct, 1943-1945

· Parker, 131-150, 177-223

November 19 (W) Class 23: Nazi Extermination
· United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Holocaust: The Destruction of European Jewry (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, 2013), 111-156.
November 21 (F) Discussion section

November 24 (M) Class 24: Bombing
· A. C. Grayling, Among the Dead Cities: The History and Moral Legacy of the WWII Bombing of Civilians in Germany and Japan (New York: Walker & Co., 2006), 1-14, 81-117.
· Parker, 151-172.

November 26 (W) No class
November 28 (F) No discussion section
December 1 (M) Class 25: Bombing
· Parker, 224-242.

· Robert A. Pape, “Why Japan Surrendered,” International Security 18, no. 2 (1993): 154-201.

December 3 (W) Class 26: Aftermath

· Parker, 281-304.

December 5 (F) Discussion section

December 8 (M) Class 27: Aftermath

· Parker, 250-263.

· Sebastian Rosato, “Europe’s Troubles: Power Politics and the State of the European Project,” International Security 35, no. 4 (2011): 45-86.
December 10 (W) Class 28: Europe at War
December 16 (T) 8:00-10:00 AM: Final Examination
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